
1

M CFEELY 
RO O T S T O U R 

20 19 M ac Fi ch eal l ai gh

Commemorative Programme



2

A f ter  Ch ar les an d  Patr i ck  M cFeely  took  u p  r esi den ce i n  Car r ow m en agh  an d  

Bootagh  th er e w er e 5 M cFeely  f am i l i es l ef t  i n  Bal ly m agar aghy. 
 
T hei r  n ick nam es were:

 Edw ar ds : (M icky, Jam es and Anne)
  
 H em m ish s : (Ann)  

 Elem eys : (D an , M ichael , Sar ah , M ar y, Kat ie, Ann ie) 

 Rogies :  (Ann , Pat, Peggy, M ar y)  

 Paddy N ei l l ys : (N ei ly, Paddy, Fr ancis, Rosie, Katty )
 
T he Edwards, H em m ishs and
 
Rogies have al l  d ied  out.
. 
T here are st i l l  descendan ts of  
the other  two fam i l ies l i v ing
 
in  the area.

Daniel/Donald McFeely 
(1760 - 1844) 

In 1789 Married Unknown Farren
Place of residence Ballymagaraghy

      

   

Char les McFeely    Pat r ick  McFeely   Roger  McFeely
                        (1790-1895)

                     Carrowmenagh             Bootagh             Ballymagaraghy

Harbour on The Island of 
Islay

Tremone Bay; Inishowen, Donegal

T he stor y of  the M cFeeleys com ing 
f rom  I slay is not based on  research . 
I t  i s a stor y  handed down  th rough  
the gener at ions. A m an  cam e f rom  
I slay on  a sm al l  boat, sai l ing for  
approx im ately  44 m i les and landed 
in  Trem one.  H e cl im bed the Bens 
to Bal lym agar aghy and that i s 
where he sett led . 

Tremone Bay

John A. Mc Laughlin, Bridie Mc Gonigle and 
Dan Mc Feely on a visit to the Island of Islay.  View of Ballymagaraghy from Bootagh.

Sarah McFeely (Elemey) & her Aunt
 Mary McFeely

The Gibbons family  - desendants of the 
McFeely (Elemeys)
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For ew or d
T he idea for  T he M cFeely  Roots Tour  or iginated  w i th  M ar y Ber nadette M c Cann  
Stone M cFeely, f r om  N ew Jer sey, who together  w i th  her  cousin  D an  M cFeeley 
f rom  I l l inois began   research ing thei r  M cFeely  roots in  20 0 6.  T hey knew that 
thei r  Great Gr andfather  M ichael  M cFeely  had em igr ated  to Am er ica f rom  
D onegal  in  the ear ly  1880 s but had no idea where in  D onegal  M ichael  had com e 
f rom .

D an  began  h is search  on  the I n ter net for  a D onegal  d isaster  that  would  have led  
to h is ancestor s hav ing to em igr ate, wh ich  even tual ly  led  h im  to John  A. M c 
L augh l in?s Book ?Car rowm enagh : H istor y  of  a D onegal  Vi l lage and Town land?.  

T he book told  of  the ev ict ions in  1881 and m en t ioned the M cFeely  f am i ly  nam e. 
Af ter  f ur ther  invest igat ion  D an  con f i r m ed that Car rowm enagh  was indeed the 
bi r thp lace of  h is Great Gr andfather , M ichael  M cFeely.

T h is in for m at ion  p rom pted both  D an  and M ar y 
Ber nadette to v isi t  th is sm al l  coastal  v i l lage on  T he 
I n ishowen  Pen insu la, in  m ore recen t year s and thei r  
jour ney has now led  us to the M cFeely  Roots Tour  
20 19. 

T he br anch  of  the M cFeely  f am i ly  that  we al l  
belong to resided in  Bal lym agar aghy for  a long 
num ber  of  year s and later  br anched out in to 
Car rowm enagh  and Bootagh , al l  local  town lands 
w i th in  a 3 m i le r ad ius.
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Dan McFeely and 
Mary Mc Gonigle (McFeely) 

Carrowmenagh

McFeely (Bob) Family :5 Members
Mary, Husband Daniel Mc Gonigle, Margaret, Charles, 
Neil Mc Gonigle Snr, Anna, Patrick, Children:Anthony, 

Neil & Annette Mc Gonigle.
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BALLYMAGARAGHY
Bi r thp lace of  D an iel / D onald  M cFeely  in  
1760 , Bal lym agar aghy is located  on  the 
I n ishowen  Pen insu la m id-way between  
Culdaf f  v i l lage and I n ishowen  H ead.  I t  l i es 
on  the I n ishowen  10 0  tour ist  r oute 
connect ing Kinnagoe Bay w i th  Trem one 
Bay. 
Bal lym agar aghy is ?A Clachan? (a t r ad i t ional  
for m  of  I r i sh  r ur al  set t lem en t) and is on ly  
som e 40 0  m etres f rom  a cl i f f  f ace on  the 
edge of  T he At lan t ic O cean .  

T he Clachan  inhabi tan ts were a t igh t  kn i t  com m un i ty  and 
thei r  f ar m ing m ethods were based on  the f ar m ing 
m ethods of  the sur round ing land known  as the 'Rundale' 
system , whereby f ar m er s w i th in  the Clachan  would  wor k 

on  scattered  p lots of  good, 
m ed ium  and poorer  qual i ty  
land to m ain tain  a 
l i vel ihood.  Far m ing and 
other  tasks would  be 
car r ied  out  on  a com m unal  
basis in  order  to m ain tain  
sel f  su f f i ciency in  the 
Clachan  com m un i ty. 

  

Stone from McFeely 
(Edwards) Homestead.

Wallsteads of Anne Canning family homestead - 
Married to Charles McFeely,2nd and Grandmother to 

Dan McFeely (Bob)

McFeely Dwelling

McFeely (Elemey) Homestead

Sarah Gibbons (McFeely, Elemey), 
George Gibbons & daughter Lily

Sarah Gibbons 
(McFeely), George 
Gibbons, Gracie 

McColgan & Michael 
Gibbons.
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CARROWMENAGH
Char les M cFeely, eldest son  of  

D an iel / D onald  m ar r ied  M ar y Conway in  

1820  and they l ived  in  Car rowm enagh  in  a 

thatched cottage d i rect ly  beh ind  th is 

bungalow, fol lowed in  tur n  by h is son  

Char les and h is w i fe Anne (Cann ing). 

(M cFeely / Bob)  T he fam ine pot cam e 

f rom  th is household  and is now a feature 

of  the Garden  of  Rem em br ance. 

 
T he For ge near by was bu i l t  on  the si te of  
an  18th  cen tur y H edge-School  and the 
blacksm i th , m ar r ied  to a M cFeely  
descendan t fol lowed by thei r  son  H enr y, 
r an  the for ge here up  un t i l  the 1960 s.  

Another  bu i ld ing of   h istor ical  sign i f i cance to the 
v i l lage is T he Crochet H ouse. Young wom en  lear ned 
a r ange of  sk i l ls here, f r om  crochet to need lewor k , 

em broider y and 
kn i t t ing  and were 
em ployed in  the 
crochet industr y.   
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The Crochet House
Margaret Lafferty (McFeely),  Mary McGonigle, (McFeely)

& Dan McFeely.
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Photo below of Neil McFeely 
& his brother Charles
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Br anch ing out f r om  Bal lym agar aghy, Patr ick 
M cFeely  cam e to Bootagh  in  the ear ly  180 0 s.
Accord ing to the T i the Al lotm en t Books 1828, 
there were four  M cFeelys l i sted  as heads of  
households in  Bootagh  and one M cFeeley in  

Cror agh .  T hey were M ichael , Patr ick , Char les, 
Edward  and Patr ick .  T he land was d iv ided based 
on  the Rundale system . 

T he 190 1 census shows that the older  gener at ion  
spoke both  I r i sh  and Engl ish . T h is was ev iden t in  
the 1950 s as ever y nook and cr anny had a Gael ic 
nam e and these were in  ever yday use. I n  Penal  
T im es there was a M ass Rock in  Por ta Stucan .  
Cnoc an  Am har ic, m ean ing the W atch  H i l l , was 
the L ook O ut Post. I t  has a com m anding v iew of  
the sur round ing area. 

I n  the 190 1 census the fol low ing M cFeeley 
f am i l ies l i ved  in  Bootagh : 
(In order to differentiate the families, they had nicknames.  
Included here  is the head of household only.)

D an iel  M cFeeley, aged 45.  (T he Gr aces)
Patr ick M cFeeley, aged 60 .  (T he Shei leys)
N eal  M cFeeley, aged 50 .  (T he N eds)
Patr ick M cFeeley, aged 70 .  (N o n icknam e)
Em igr at ion  deal t  a cr uel  blow to Bootagh . T he Bootagh  M cFeeleys who em igr ated  at  
the beginn ing of  the 20 th  cen tur y  set t led  in  Boston  and had addresses in  Som er v i l le 
and M alden . L ater  peop le em igr ated  to Scot land, England and Am er ica. Because of  
em igr at ion  and a low m ar r iage r ate for  those lef t  beh ind , the populat ion  decl ined. 
T he resu l t  i s Bootagh  is not the l ively  p lace i t  once was. 
H owever  because of  the em er gence of  a new fam i ly, the 
M cFeeley nam e l ives on  in  Bootagh  and hopefu l ly  i t  w i l l  
con t inue to p rosper  in  the year s ahead.

BOOTAGH

Bonfires were lit on O'Donnell's Hill and could be seen by those 
emigrating from the area as they sailed away from Ireland.

The Crossroads, Bootagh

Eileen
 M

cFeeley (Sh
eiley)

P
atrick M

cFeeley (N
ed

)

Ellen Doherty (McLaughlin),
Lizzie McFeeley (Grace), 

Pat McFeeley (Ned), Lena 
McFeeley (Grace), James 
Doherty (Jack), Annie & 

Patrick McFeeley (Grace), 
Kathleen Doherty (Jack), her 

kids Michael, Katie & Evelyn & 
Anna May McFeeley (Grace)

Michael Doherty (Jack), son of Catherine 
McFeeley (Ned).

Above: Corney McFeeley (Ned) & 
Evelyn Ruddy- grandchild of Catherine McFeeley (Ned).
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I m m igr an t  Eyes
Au th or : Gu y Clar k  an d  Roger  M u r r ah

O ld El l i s I sland was swar m ing, 
L ike a scene f rom  a costum e bal l , 
D ecked out in  the color s of  Europe, 
O n  f i r e w i th  the hope of  i t  al l , 
T hey were stand ing in  l ine just  l i ke cat t le, 
T hey were pushed and sor ted  and shoved; 
Som e were one desk away f rom  sweet f r eedom ; 
Som e were tor n  f r om  som eone they loved. 

To th is spr awl ing tower  of  Babel  
Cam e a young m an  con fused and alone; 
D eter m ined and bound for  Am er ica; 
Car r y ing ever y th ing that he owned; 
M y father 's own  father  stood hudd led  
W i th  the t i r ed  and the hungr y and scared, 
A tur n  of  the cen tur y p i lgr im , 
I n  love w i th  the dream  that they shared. 

Som etim es when  I  look in  m y gr andfather 's Im m igr an t Eyes, 
I  see that day ref lected , I  can 't  hold  m y feel ings inside. 
I  see star t ing w i th  noth ing and wor k ing hard  al l  of  h is l i fe, 
'So don 't  take i t  for  gr an ted ' say Gr andfather 's Im m igr an t Eyes. 

N ow he rocks and he stares out the w indow, 
But h is eyes are st i l l  just  as clear  
As the day he sai led  in to the har bor , 
To land on  the island of  tear s. 
M y gr andfather 's days are num bered, 
But I  won 't  let  h is m em or y d ie, 
For  he gave m e the gi f t  of  th is coun tr y, 
And the look in  h is em igr an t eyes. 

Som etim es when  I  look in  m y gr andfather 's 
em igr an t eyes, 
I  see that day ref lected , I  can 't  hold  m y feel ings 
inside.
I  see star t ing w i th  noth ing and wor k ing hard  al l  of  h is l i fe, 
'So don 't  take i t  for  gr an ted ' say Gr andfather 's em igr an t eyes. 

H ow I  gaze w i th  p r ide at  m y ch i ld ren , 
And I  m ar vel  how qu ick ly  they 've grown , 
Bor n  and r aised in  Am er ica,
I t 's the on ly  hom e they 've ever  known . 
T hey never  knew thei r  great-gr anddad, 
O r  that  he was deter m ined and w ise, 
But I  hope that I 've passed on  h is sp i r i t ; 
And the look in  h is em igr an t eyes.

Som etim es when  I  look in  m y gr andfather 's em igr an t eyes, 
I  see that day ref lected , I  can 't  hold  m y feel ings inside.
I  see star t ing w i th  noth ing and wor k ing hard  al l  of  h is l i fe, 
'So don 't  take i t  for  gr an ted ' say Gr andfather 's em igr an t eyes.
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A select i on  of  stor i es w r i t ten  by  l ocal  sch ool  ch i l d r en  i n  th e 1930 s -

T h e I r i sh  N at i on al  Fol k l or e Col l ect i on  -D u ch as.i e 
Recently shared by Dan M cFeely, I llinois

T h e Fam in e     I r el an d : 1845 to 1849 

M any stor ies are told  about the great f am ine. I t  i s said  that  peop le peeled  the rot ten  
potatoes and ate them  and were glad  to get them  too. T he ev i l  r esu l ts of  the f am ine 
appeared af ter , for  there were tw ice as m any peop le in  th is d istr i ct  before i t  cam e. 
About f i f teen  houses were shut up  not long af ter  f am ine. T he potato crop  was the 
ch ief  crop  around here and when  i t  f ai led  the f am ine star ted . I t  i s said  that  the 
bl igh t  cam e ver y unexpected ly. A stor y  i s told  that  one even ing when  the f ar m er s 
were com ing f rom  the bog they saw the Glen  H i l ls d isappear ing in  a dense fog. 
Som e said  i t  was a sign  of  heat, wh i le other s said  i t  was a sign  of  r ain . Anyhow they 
passed no m ore rem ar ks, but when  they arose next m or n ing and saw the ear ly  
potatoes a black colour  they knew i t  was the bl igh t . As they d id  not know about 
spr ay ing then  they cou ld  do noth ing. T he potatoes tur ned a black colour  and in  
one n igh t they were al l  r ot ten . T he next year  was known  as the "Bare For ty  Seven". 
T he peop le were in  a bad state. T hey were eat ing ever y th ing. T hey ate gr ass and 
weeds and the housew ives m ade "Br achán  nean tóg. T he peop le had no seed 
potatoes and they screwed the eyes out of  the rot ten  ones for  the next year 's seed. 
T hey were sown  in  d r i l ls. T he Gover nm en t d id  not assist  the peop le m uch  at  al l . 
O ld  peop le say that st i l ls were sen t to var ious par ts in  th is d istr i ct  and m aize m eal  
cam e in  bar rels f r om  Am er ica. T he "brochán" was m ade in  these st i l ls and a m an  
was chosen  to give i t  out  to the peop le when  i t  was cooked. Ever ybody f locked for  
i t  and they usual ly  got i t  in  quar ts. O ne m an  who was d istr ibut ing i t  m ade a ver se 
on  i t :-      "T he Brochán  pot i s l i ke a st i l l , I t 's landed now in  D r um avi l le 
                   T he Brochán  pot i s l i ke a quar r y, I t 's landed now in  Bal lyhar r y."  
M any peop le d ied  on  accoun t of  the f am ine and were put in  boxes and bur ied  
ever ywhere. I n  a f ield  in  Bal lyhar r y  there is a l i t t le h i l l  and there is supposed to be 
m any cof f ins bur ied  there. A lot  of  sickness fol lowed the f am ine. T he peop le d id  
not get over  i t  for  year s and year s af ter wards. T hey lost  al l  cour age and i t  i s said  
that  they never  cou ld  tel l  a stor y  as wel l  af ter wards. O nce upon  a t im e a m an  was 
com ing f rom  M ovi l le w i th  a load of  oat  m eal . H e m et a wom an  and six ch i ld ren  
along the roadside who were star v ing w i th  hunger. H e took a l i t t le m ore than  a 
stone out of  the m eal  he had and gave i t  to the wom an . W hen  he reached 
Car ndonagh  he told  the owner  what he had done. T he owner  told  h im  to weigh  the 
m eal  and that he would  pay h im  for  what he had given  away but when  the m eal  
was weighed i t  was just  the sam e weigh t as when  he lef t  M ovi l le w i th  
i t . T he peop le were in  a bad state. T hey ate p r aiseach , tur n ips, kale 
and nett les boi led . I n  order  to keep  them selves l iv ing the peop le 
bled  catt le and dr ank the blood. O ne beast was bled  th ree t im es in  
th ree m on ths. T he blood was m ixed w i th  a l i t t le m eal  and cooked. 
W hen  th is was m ade i t  was cal led  "H aggiches". A great m any peop le 
d ied  on  accoun t of  the f am ine. I t  i s said  that  one cof f in  done f i f ty  
per sons. A per son  was car r ied  on  a cof f in  and th rown  in to a gr ave, 
then  the next per son  was car r ied  in  the cof f in  to the sam e gr ave and 
so on . I n  th is way about f i f ty  per sons were bur ied  in  one gr ave. 

Storyteller: Edward Mc Daid, Age 70 Ballycharry.       Collector:Grace Mc Daid.

Robert McFeely  Jnr.(Bob) 
with the famine pot.
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T h e Car r ow m en agh  Ev i ct i on s                         * (T here were two M acGonagle f am i l ies)

T he sold ier s and pol ice cam e to Car rowm ena at  9 a.m . on  the 28th  D ecem ber, 1881. 
H ar vey, the agen t, and Jam es M cCay, the sher i f f , were in  char ge. T he Beattys, the 
M acGonagles, the M acFeelys, the Brennans, the M acCanns, * the M acGonagles and 
the D oher tys were tur ned out because they refused to pay the r ackren ts. T hey put 
the f am i l ies out on  the street and th rew the f ur n i ture out af ter  them . T hey 
ext ingu ished the f i r e in  each  house and fastened the door s w i th  steep les.
T he M acGonagles who l ive beside L esl ie M acCann's 
house refused to leave the house. O ne of  the sold ier s 
poin ted  a revolver  at  them  and th reatened to shoot 
them  i f  they wouldn 't  go out. So then  they wen t out. 
N ei l , D an iel , M ar y, Ann ie, John  and the f ather  and 
m other  were there at  the t im e. T he par ish  p r iest , 
Father  Tom  Far ren , was on  the scene also. H e told  the 
sold ier s not to cut  the 'coup le', but  they wouldn 't  l i sten  
to h im  and cut i t  in  the m idd le. Str ange to say the 
house d id  not f al l  for  a few days. T hey cut the 'coup le' 
in  M acGonagles' house because they had refused to go out when  ordered.
T he sold ier s and pol ice rem ained in  the d istr i ct  for  a week. At n igh t they stayed in  
M ovi l le and cam e out around Car rowm ena in  the day t im e. Af ter  a week they al l  
wen t back to D er r y. N one of  the peop le wen t back to thei r  houses, but they wor ked 
on  thei r  land by steal th . For  a wh i le the sher i f f  used to com e out ever y day in  the 
forenoon  to see that no one would  go back again  to the houses.  
Storyteller: Neil M ac Gonagle  (Age 66)         Collector: M ary Rose Breslin
T h e Ev i ct i on s of  1881
O n the Fr iday af ter  Ch r istm as in  1881 m y gr andfather  and gr andm other, m y uncle 
H en r y and m ysel f  were ev icted , because we refused to pay the r ackren t of  6/ 8 in  the 
£ . H ar vey the agen t, Jam es M ac Cay the sher i f f , pol i ce and sold ier s cam e to tur n  us 
out in  the af ter noon . T hey put out the f i r e, th rew out al l  the f ur n i ture in  the street, 
secured the door  and lef t  us to go where we l i ked . T hen  they wen t back to D er r y  
again . W e were the last  put  out in  Car rowm ena that day. W e put on  a f i r e beside a 
d i tch  and sat around i t  and the neighbour s cam e to see us. T here was tea and poteen  
and we spen t the n igh t tel l ing stor ies and singing and the toast was, "H ere's to the 
eagle the golden  w ings, I r eland f ree and a Pap ish  King." W e stayed out two n igh ts 
and on  Sunday m or n ing we wen t over  to John  N or r is's bar n  in  Car rowbeg and took 
our  clothes w i th  us. L ater  on  we took our  f ur n i ture over . W e stayed n ine m on ths in  
the bar n . "T he str aw and chaf f  were f ly ing in to our  beds. T he f i r st  oppor tun i ty  we 
deter m ined to f l i t .  W e wen t in to an  old  sheep house 
where we cou ldn 't  stand str aigh t, I t 's wal ls l i ke a r idd le 
and i ts roof  wan t ing thatch , For  the blackbi rd  or  sn ipe 
i t  was m ore than  a m atch ."
T hen  we wen t to Bal lym agar aghy and got a room  and 
k i tchen  there. W e stayed six m on ths there and then  we got 
back to our  old  p lace and had to pay ren t and taxes for  the 
whole t im e we were out. T he bai l i f f  was at  the door  ever y 
day and we had to sel l  a f ar m  and give the p roceeds, £40 , to 
H ar vey. 
Storyteller: M ary Doherty,  Age 76.  Collector: Patrick M acFeely  
Carrowmenagh.  

Mc Gonagle Homestead Eviction House

Site of an eviction house: Fireplace in 
the Garden of Remembrance, 

Carrowmenagh

https://www.duchas.ie/en/ppl/cbes/mary-doherty
https://www.duchas.ie/en/ppl/cbes/mary-doherty
https://www.duchas.ie/en/ppl/cbes/patrick-mac-feely
https://www.duchas.ie/en/ppl/cbes/patrick-mac-feely
https://www.logainm.ie/en/15400
https://www.logainm.ie/en/15400
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T h e L ocal  For ge 

T here are f ive for ges in  the par ish . T he sm i ths are:-  H en r y Far ren , John  M ac D aid , 
N ei l  M ac D aid , Jam es M on tgom er y, and Tom as Kavanagh . T hei r  peop le were 
sm i ths for  over  a hundred year s. T here is a for ge in  Car rowm ena, two in  M ovi l le, 
one in  Bal lynal ly, and one in  Sh rove. T he f ive of  them  are on  the road side, near  
cross roads, and there is a stream  close by each  of  them . 

T he local  for ge has a thatched roof  and a square 
fold ing door. T here is one f i r ep lace in  i t . T he 
bel lows were bough t. T he sm i th  uses the 
fol low ing im p lem en ts in  h is wor k , an  anv i l , 
sledges, ham m er s, punches, tongs, r asps, p incer s, 
i r oncutter s, a v ice, a kn i fe, a shovel , a t r ough  of  
water , a water ing br ush , f i les, a gr indstone, 
wrenches, swedges, a f u l ler , a th read ing m ach ine, 
a p r ichel , m andr i l ls, a stam p, a ver t i cal , an  auger, 
a hacksaw, a cl inchcutter , a square, a r u le, a 
hoopbender, a hoop ing p late, and a poker.

 H e shoes hor ses and donkeys. H e m akes tongs, 
har row p ins, br and ing i r ons, hor seshoes, car t  
whoop ings, gr ates, gates, p icks, cr anes, crooks, 
h inges, sw ingletrees, and foottrees. 

H e m akes har row p ins by cut t ing a 3/ 8 inch  
square bar  of  i r on  in to twen ty four  p ieces each  a 
foot  long. H e puts them  in to f i r e to heat and when  they are hot enough  he takes 

them  out one by one and poin ts them  on  the anv i l . T hen  he cools them  in  the 
t rough . 

To m ake a br and ing i r on  he takes an  inch  square i r on  bar , about eigh teen  inches 
long, and heats i t  in  the f i r e. H e beats one end in to a knob shape and beats the 
other  end in to a f lat  sur face six inches long and two inches w ide. H e heats the f lat  
sur face and then  cuts out the in i t ials on  i t  w i th  a cold  ch isel . To m ake tongs he cuts 
a 3/ 8 inch  round i r on  bar , about four  feet  long, in to two equal  par ts w i th  a cold  
ch isel . H e heats the two p ieces in  the f i r e, takes them  out separ ately  and f lat tens 
one end of  each  to m ake the toes. H e bends the other  end of  each  to m ake the 
head, cuts a sl i t  th rough  one end w i th  a ch isel , shoves the other  end in to the sl i t , 
bores a hole th rough  both  ends w i th  a punch , and fastens them  w i th  a r ivet  
th rough  the hole. 

Storyteller: H enry Farren, age 39 Carrowmena.  Collector: Dan M ac Gettigan.

 

Henry Farren, Blacksmith, son of 
Michael and Rose Farren (nee McFeely)
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Michael  Farren shoeing a horse at the  Carrowmenagh Forge.

The Far ren Fam ily

Rose, Maggie, Rose (nee 
McFeely)(Bob), Micheal 

(Blacksmith), Patrick, Henry.

Rose was the daughter of 
Charles McFeely 2nd and 

married the local blacksmith 
in Carrowmenagh, Michael 
Farren whose son Henry 
continued to work in the 

forge up until its closure in 
the 1960s.

The forge building in its present state.
Birthplace in Ballymagaraghy of 

Micheal Farren
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Bi r th  D etai l s O f  M cFeely  Pu p i l s En r ol l ed  I n  Car r ow beg Sch ool  Fr om  1874.

YEA R SU RN A M E FI RST  
N A M E

AGE BI RT H PL ACE PA REN T S BI RT H

1874 M cFeely N ei l 5 Car rowm enagh John  &  Teresa 
L oughrey

1869

M cFeely Rober t 6 Car rowm enagh Char les &  Anne 
Cann ing

1868

M cFeely Jam es 3 Car rowm enagh John  &  Teresa 
L oughrey

1871

1875 M cFeely Patr ick 4 Bal lym agar aghy no detai ls 1871

M cFeely D an iel 4 Bal lym agar aghy no detai ls 1871

M cFeely Patr ick     
(Twin of 

H annah   RI P 
1871)

6 Car rowm enagh Patr ick &  Rose 1869

1878 M cFeely Edward 3 Car rowm enagh no detai ls 1875

" M cFeely Edward 7 Bal lym agar aghy Edward  & Biddy 
Cr am psie

1871

1879 M cFeely D an iel 4 Car rowm enagh Char les &  Anne 
Cann ing

1875

1880 M cFeely Char les 6 Car rowm enagh Char les &  Anne 
Cann ing

1874

1882 M cFeely Patr ick 8 Bal lym agar aghy Edward  &  Biddy 
Cr am psie

1874

1883 M cFeely Jam es 7 Bal lym agar aghy Edward  &  Biddy 
Cr am psie

1876

1884 M cFeely D an iel 6 Bal lym agar aghy D an  &  Sar ah  Kel ly 1878

1885 M cFeely John (Paddy) 6 Car rowm enagh no detai ls 1879

1888 M cFeely N ei l n / a n / a no detai ls n / a

1891 M cFeely Patr ick 2 Bal lym agar aghy Patr ick &  El len  M c 
L augh l in

1889

1892 M cFeely Char les J. 3 Bal lym agar aghy Patr ick &  El len  M c 
L augh l in

1889

" M cFeely M ichael 7 Bal lym agar aghy D an  &  Sar ah  Kel ly 1885

1899 M cFeely Edward 4 Bal lym agar aghy Patr ick &  El len  M c 
L augh l in

1895

1918 M cFeely Patr ick 6 Car rowm enagh Char les &  
El izabeth  M c 

Gett igan

1912

McFeely family visiting 
Carrowbeg School

Sarah Lafferty (McFeely. Elemey) & 
Jimmy Mc Dermott
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 MCFEELY BURIALS FROM HEADSTONES IN BALLINACRAE 

N A M E D AT E O F D EAT H

Jam es M cFeely 26 Aug 1980

Padr aig Joseph  M cFeely 18 M ar  1994

Patr ick M cFeely 13 Ju l  1964

Rober t  M cFeely 9 Jun  20 0 2

Char les M cFeely 3 Apr  1984

M ar y M c Gon igle (M cFeely) 9 Aug 20 16

El izabeth  M cGonagle (M cFeely) 28 O ct 1973

M ar garet  M cFeely 27 Apr  1946

Rober t  M cFeely 14 Ju l  1936

Cather ine O 'Kane (M cFeely) 12 Mar 2011

John  M cFeely 6 Feb 20 0 4

M ar y M cFeely 28 Jan  20 0 2

Rose M cFeely 20  Jan  20 0 2

Jam es M cFeely 16 Aug 1989

Patr ick M cFeely 27 D ec 1973

El izabeth  M cFeely 31 O ct 1962

Char les M cFeely 1 O ct 1962

Patr ick M cFeely 13 Sep 1931

El len  (Jn r ) M cFeely 27 Sep 1922

Char les M cFeely 6 D ec 1918

Edward  M cFeely 4 O ct 1918

M ar y M cFeely 7 Apr  190 8

El len  (Sn r ) M cFeely 13 O ct 1914

Roseanne M cFeely 10  Feb 1981

N ei l  M cFeely 29 Apr  1947

Sar ah   L af fer ty  (M cFeely) 10  Feb 1921

Cather ine Beatty  (M cFeely) 28 M ar  1949

Kath leen  M cL augh l in  (M cFeeley) 27 June 1974

Teresa M cFeely 5 Sept 1934
Charlie McFeely and sons visiting The 

McFeely graves in 2014,  while on holiday 
from The USA.

Catherine Beatty (McFeely) 
and husband Patrick Beatty

Robert McFeely Snr. son of 
Charles 2nd. and his wife Anne 

McFeely (Gill)

Maggie Farren, Catherine O'Kane 
(McFeely) and Mary Mc Gonigle 

(McFeely) 
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A selection of pages from Neil McFeely's Memoirs, son of John McFeely,  

owner of the Public House and Post Master for the village of Carrowmenagh.

Homestead of John McFeely, Publican, 
son of Charles 1st. and Mary McFeely 
(Conway). It remains the local pub, 
Tremone Bar, now owned by Joan and 
Eugene Doherty. Homestead of Pat r ick  McFeely, son of 

Charles  McFeely 1st. and Mary (Conway).  
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Homestead of Char les McFeely,1st  and 
Mary (Conway), Char les 2nd and Anne 
(Canning), followed by Son, Rober t  1st  and 
Rober t  2nd (shown here as a young boy 
with his mother Annie McFeely (Gill).

Descendants of Charles 
McFeely 1st at the McFeely 

home. Charles, Anthony, 
Dan, Bridget, Mary with 

husband Gordon.

M
cFeely fam

ily (P
):Elizab

eth
, M

ary, 
C

h
arles, Elizab

eth
, R

o
se, Jam

es, Jo
h

n
.

Elizabeth Mc Gonagle 
(McFeely) with husband 

Michael.

Char les 2nd, John  and 
Patr ick had another  brother  

D an iel  who em igr ated  to 
Scot land and a sister  Sar ah , 

who m ar r ied  D an iel  
M cCann , a p i lot  f r om  

Bal lyhar r y.

P
at M

cFeely (P
)

Charlie, Bridget, Dan, 
Mary & Gordon
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                         I t i n er ar y : Su n day 28th  Ju ly  20 19  

Mass in St. Columba's Church, Ballinacrae 10:30 am  

Visit  McFeely family plots in  Ballinacrae Church Graveyard 11:30 am 

Personal Time: 12:30 pm 

Meet and Greet in Carrowmenagh Community Centre    2:00 pm 

Village Walk  3:00 pm  

Refreshments in Carrowmenagh Community Centre    4:00 pm 

Personal Time    6:00 pm

Evening Ent er t ainm ent  available t o int erest ed par t ies:

 Social (Tea dance)  in Carrowmenagh Community Centre     8:00 pm

 Tremone Bar (Ceoil agus Damhsa)  10:30 pm   

Final  Roots Tour  
Even t:

M cFeeley 's Bar , 
Clon m an y

Fr iday 2nd August 
20 19.
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McFeely 

2019
Ballymagar aghy, 

Inishowen, 
Co. Donegal,

Ir eland

Organising Group for  
The McFeely Reunion Event :

Anthony McGonigle
Charles Doherty

Evelyn Ruddy
Liam McDermott

Moira Farren
Dan McFeely

Colette McLaughlin
Elaine Quigley

Rosemary Doherty
Patrick McFeeley
Martin McFeeley
Raymond Kedian
Mary McKinney
Eilish McDaid

Margaret Bredin
Bride McDaid

Denis McDermott
Annemarie Quigley

Design & Layout: Elaine Quigley

Program m e Cont ent  sourced 
f rom  t he  docum ent  & 

phot ographic collect ions of :

Charles Doherty 
Evelyn Ruddy 

Liam McDermott 
Anthony McGonigle 
Colette McLaughlin
Raymond Kedian 

Moira Farren 
Martin McFeeley
Elaine Quigley 
Dan McFeeley

Neil Harte
Ann McFeely Murphy

Meave Murphy
Cora McLaughlin

Eilish McDaid
Leona Campbell

Jim Campbell
Denis McDermott

Bride McDaid
 Front Cover Photo: "Bootagh Rhu"- Anthony McGonigle.    
 Back Cover Photo: "Ballymagaraghy Sunset" - Leona Campbell.
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